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To whom it may concern,

The Higher Education Authority (HEA) was established under the Higher Education Authority Act
1971. The HEA is the statutory planning and policy dev'elopment body for higher education and
research in Ireland and is also the funding authority for the universities, institutes of technology and
a number of designated higher education institutions.

The Institutes of Technology Acts 1992 to 2006 are the primary pieces of legislation governing
Institutes of Technology in Ireland. Following the enactment of the Institutes of Technology Act,
2006, responsibility for recurrent grant funding for the institutes of technology was transferred to
the HEA in February 2007.

Athlone Institute of Technology was established in 1970 and is a state funded higher education
institute. The Institute has delegated authority to develop, design, and validate its own courses, to
conduct examinations, and to confer its own academic awards up to and including Level 9 and Level
10 (in Polymer, Microbiology and Toxicology) on the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ).

Professor Ciaran O Cathain is the President of Athlone Institute of Technology and is the Chief Officer
of the Institute. '

Yours sincerely,

Tom Boland

Chief Executive
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